LOCHABER DISTRICT SALMON FISHERY BOARD

CLERK TO THE BOARD:  JON GIBB

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on Thursday 22nd September 2016 at Alexandra Hotel, Fort William

	Present:
	Michael Mann, Chairman
	(MM)
	Lochy, Chairman

	
	Jon Gibb
	(JG)       
	Clerk

	
	David Stewart-Howitt
	(DSH)
	Moidart

	
	Grace Henderson
Alan Kennedy
Jim Semple
Iain Donnelly
Allan Henderson


	(GH)
 (AK)
(JS)

(ID)
(AH)

	Morar
Ardtornish
Shiel
Angling Club Rep
Highland Council




1. Apologies

Apologies for absence were received from John Veitch, Davy Gunn, Kenneth Knott, Kim Malcolm and Diane Baum.
2. Minutes of last meeting
It was agreed that the minutes be approved as correct.

3. Matters Arising
MM raised asked when rateable values were being re-assessed. JG confirmed that Highland Council would be re-valuating all fisheries in time for the start of 2017 and proprietors should receive notification perhaps by the end of the year. This will affect the way the raising of Board levies in 2017.
4. Final Accounts for 2015/16 
These were approved.
5. Accounts 2015/16 to date
AH suggested that Highland Council meeting rooms could be used for no cost for future Board meetings. MM thanked him for this.

JG explained that the figure of £1400 that appears in the expenditure line under ‘Environmental’ was for netting levy refunds as agreed by the members some months ago. This was affordable in part to the lesser ASFB subscription. JG noted though that this subscription will be going back up 30% next year as the policy director Alan Wells (who was seconded to the Scottish Government for two years) is returning to ASFB at the end of the year.
6. Netting Station Assessments
JG suggested that this is re-visited next year (bearing in mind the above) and that the Board has committed to refund levies to netting rights holders for 3 years while the Scottish Government ban exists and while the Board is the statutory authority raising levy.

7.  Clerk’s Update and matters arising
MM thanked JG for his report and asked if there were any queries. There were none. JG explained that issues at Mucomir due to the flow management had been ongoing in the last few days and, as suggested in the report were as yet unresolved.

8. Salmon Conservation Measures
JG explained that there had been a re-categorisation of most rivers in the Lochaber region for next year from Grade 3 to Grade 2. This was in part due to river specific modelling taking place (compared to area modelling last year) and also that a new parameter of flow had been introduced. This had resulted in many rivers on the West Coast being upgraded. Generally it was felt that this was a largely politically-based decision as last year all of the rivers in the aquaculture zone were in Grade 3 which did not sit well with the Scottish Government’s fish farming expansion targets.
MM commented that it is better to be Grade 2 than 3, especially as many of the previous gradings were wrong. GH also noted that it now avoids the situation under this season’s measures where one had to put dead fish back.
9. Update on proposed Lochaber Ness and Beauly FMO
JG said that there had been very little progress on the FMO process (due mainly to a lack of direction and proposal of funding shortfall from Scottish Government). It was not clear whether it would be in their next annual Programme for Government (since the meeting it has been announced that the proposed Fisheries Bill will not be introduced in this parliamentary year but the commitment remains to work towards its completion in the near future.) In the meantime there are various working groups operating in the background looking at FMO models, personnel, funding and transition etc. Minutes of these groups are received by JG.
DSH noted that these groups were very like Deer Management Groups and AH said that the proposals were very like the inshore fishery groups where it ended up that huge area were put together that had nothing in common.
There then followed a very wide ranging discussion on aquaculture introduced by JS and discussed by DSH, AK and others. Both salmon and sea trout impacts were considered and it was concluded that the required management of farms was very different for both species. Freshwater fish farms were also discussed and their potential impact on sea-going trout. It was generally agreed that the future FMO was unlikely to be a productive organisation in addressing the outstanding concerns of wild fish bodies about aquaculture.

AH suggested that it might be an idea to invite local MSP Kate Forbes to the meeting to let her hear the concerns of members. This was agreed but it was also pointed out that a clear message must be delivered: For example it may be perceived as not the unanimous decision of all Lochaber salmon proprietors to relocate freshwater fish farms as some proprietors were also landlords of these facilities. A unanimous message must be formulated before approaching the MSP.
10. Fishery Trust Update
There was no update on this occasion – due to the recently poor weather the Trust biologists were busy doing fieldwork and Diane Baum had given apologies.
11. AOCB
MM asked about the ASC standards on freshwater farms and what was the progress with that. JG explained that Marine Harvest Global had introduced these measures on all of their companies (including MH Scotland) for compliance by 2020. The measures include moving out of all freshwater lochs. JG noted that this would be technically impossible in Scotland in that timescale so is unlikely to happen. It should be noted however that a new recirculation unit is being built at Inchmore near Invermoriston, however this is really about industry expansion rather than relocating freshwater smolt farms.
12. Date of Next Meeting.
The Annual Public Meeting will be held at 10.30am on Thursday 16th March 2017 at the Alexandra Hotel.
