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LOCHABER DISTRICT SALMON FISHERY BOARD

CLERK TO THE BOARD:  JON GIBB

Minutes of the AGM held on Thursday 26th September 2024 at the Alexandra Hotel and BY TEAMS ONLINE
	Present:
	Michael Mann, Chairman
	(MM)
	Lochy, Chairman

	
	Jon Gibb
	(JG)       
	Clerk

	
	Alister Sutherland
	 (AS)
	Coe

	
	Jonathan Hart
Rob Pitlin
David Stewart-Howitt
Grace Henderson
Chris Cairns
	(JH)
 (RP)
(DSH)
(GH)
(CC)  

	Leven and Spean
Lochaber Fisheries Trust
Moidart (by Teams)
Morar
Angling Club Rep




1. Apologies

Apologies for absence were received from Davy Gunn, Andrew Shaw, and Colin Corlet.
2. Minutes of the last meeting and matters arising
The minutes were approved as correct and there were no matters arising.
3. Annual accounts 2023/24
The annual accounts for the previous year were approved by all present and there were no questions on the accounts.
4. Accounts to date 2023/24
These were approved and there were no questions. JG pointed out that by raising the levy slightly this year this had put us in a slightly better projected cash position by the end of the year.
5. Clerk’s update and matters arising
MM thanked JG for his informative report.
JH queried the statement that ownership of the semi tidal island at the Lochy tailrace belonged to Jahama Estate. CC suggested that it did in fact belong to the Crown. JH to investigate this and report back to JG.
JG explained in some details the new single year class production cycle now being followed on the farms in Upper Loch Linnhe. He said that this should have a positive impact on sea lice numbers every year when the wild smolts go to sea.
JG then informed the meeting that the smolt farm in Loch Arkaig will be closing in March next year. This, he said, was a major development. CC said that these farms cause significant algal blooms.

JG then updated the meeting on the Coire Glas pumped storage proposal. H e explained SSE have said that they will revert back to the DSFB and the RLA in late autumn to present plans for what they are proposing for Mucomir should the scheme go ahead. They have already confirmed that they will replace the fish pass with a new step ladder arrangement. Decisions will not be taken until next year about whether the Coire Glas scheme will go ahead. Exploratory tunnel works are still ongoing.

CC raised the issue of seals at the mouth of the Lochy. JG explained some of the constraints on seal control. CC also raised the issue is fish farm escapes currently being caught in the Lochy (4 so far). JG said that unfortunately DNA sampling does not identify the farm the fish have come from as many farms are stocked with the same genetic strain of smolts. All escapees are being reported on the FMS reporting app which will then filter through to the Marine Directorate. Carcasses are being kept if future analysis is required. JG agreed with CC and MM that it is a highly frustrating and undesirable situation.

JG then explained the situation regarding the proposed breaking of the bund on the River Coe by the National Trust for Scotland. He has now visited the site and taken a look. It was his view that the DSFB would not be able to object to the proposal as long as it remains a means of just using the highest flood water to reconnect the river with its floodplain. These practices are now being undertaken throughout Scottish rivers, especially where artificial channelling has altered riverbanks in the past. The aim is to take the highest peaks of energy out of the river and to lessen erosion of banks. AS pointed out that agreement of all riparian owners would be needed by law.
A discussion followed about Loch Morar and the operation of the power station. Over the last year or two Robert Spence, owner of Scamadale on Loch Morar and a fishery proprietor and environmental consultant, has been collating evidence about SSE’s practices at the Morar power station. He believes, and there is plenty of evidence to back him up, that the levels of Loch Morar are far outwith the previous highs and lows. The company is using hydro stations in a different manner than they used to. This is damaging the loch and he believes that the CAR licence requirements are being breached. As well as meeting with SSE (so far no recognition of the problem), he has now written a draft letter to SEPA requesting a review of the CAR licence. It is proposed that the Morar sub-Board and the Lochaber DSFB co-sign this letter. After some discussion it was agreed that JG would forward the letter to present members for approval. (This was done after the meeting and JH made some comments which were forwarded to Robert Spence. Approval to co sign the letter was granted).

6. Conservation Measures and river categorisations 2023
JG explained the new river gradings and asked any fishery interests to contact him should they have any queries.
7.  Lochaber Fisheries Trust
RP gave a summary of the Trust work over the last few months. He said that the Trust had undertaken the following survey work –

· Sea trout monitoring for three Environmental Management Plans (EMPs) – Upper Linnhe,

· Lower Linnhe and Loch Sunart. Monitoring at six separate locations across the three EMPs

· Sea trout monitoring for Scottish Govt - annual monitoring at two sites

· Rivers Roy and Nevis electrofishing - remaining sites for Wild Fisheries Fund (formerly Wild Salmonid Fund) project

· River Strontian electrofishing - fish population survey

· Freshwater pearl mussel SAC rivers electrofishing – annual survey

· Corrour Est electrofishing – fish population survey

· River Finnan electrofishing - fish rescue

· Ardtornish Est freshwater invertebrate sample collection

RP said it had been a slow start to the netting season and low numbers of sea trout were caught early in the netting season, increasing from around mid-May onwards. MM observed that there were currently better numbers of sea trout evident in the Lochy. CC noted that good numbers and size of sea trout were being caught at the river mouth.
RP summarised things by saying that it had been a difficult year for electrofishing with the very wet weather throughout summer.
8. AOCB      There was none
9. Date of Next Meeting
The Annual Public meeting will be held at the Alexandra Hotel at 10.30am on Thursday 27th March 2025 with an online Teams option available. 
